Historic Jupiter Indiantown Trail Now Open

By:  Commissioner Karen T. Marcus


The Historic Jupiter Indiantown Trail is located between Riverbend Park in Jupiter and the St. Lucie Canal in Indiantown.  The 16.5 mile historic road was used from the turn of the century to the late 1950’s for travel between Jupiter and Indiantown.  The trail is now open to travel by foot, bicycle and horseback.  The official grand opening ceremony will be held on Saturday, March 24, 2012.


While the Trail restores a historic connection between Jupiter and Indiantown, it also offers backcountry multiuser access to three conservation lands and visitor facilities:  Riverbend Park, Cypress Creek Natural Area and Jones Hungryland Wildlife and Environmental Area.  The Trail features include two miles through the Cyprerss Creek Natural Area, which includes a trailhead and off-street parking at Indiantown Road, a chickee shade structure, an equestrian pitcher pump well, bike racks, horse hitches and wildlife observation platforms.  The Trail also winds through five miles of the Hungryland Wildlife and Environmental Area.  Off –street parking is located at CR 711 at Gates 3 & 4 and Old Indiantown Road at Gate 9.  Construction of the trail from the Cypress Creek Natural Area to Riverbend Park is anticipated to begin in the fall of 2013.  Partners in this project are Palm Beach County, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Martin County and the Florida Department of Transportation through the Florida Stimulus Scenic Enhancement Fund. 
The Cypress Creek Natural Area is located between Mack Dairy Road and Taylor Road, north of Indiantown Road.  This property consists of 2,083 acres and was heavily impacted by development, mining and agriculture since the 1920’s.  Drainage ditches that were constructed in the 1950’s altered the site’s hydrology, which is an important component of the Loxahatchee River watershed.  To date, restoration activities have included the removal and treatment of over 1,850 acres of invasive nonnative vegetation, including 1.5 miles of the Old Indiantown Road grade.  In addition, six miles of ditches have been backfilled or plugged and three culverts have been cleaned to enhance the natural surface water flow.  Restoration activities will continue in 2012 and will include continued treatment of the invasive nonnative vegetation and the restoration of the old shell mining pits to wetland elevation and the planting of native vegetation on the Jupiter Ranch Tract.  Partners in this project are Palm Beach County, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative.  
I hope you’ll come out and enjoy this natural area and walk the Historic Jupiter Indiantown Trail.  As always, if I can be of assistance in any way, please don’t hesitate to contact my office at 355-2201 or by e-mail at kmarcus@pbcgov.org.
